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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


State cases up to 
21; Trump restricts 
travel from Europe 


Governor bans all gatherings of more 
than 250 people for four weeks 


In the world of the coronavirus outbreak, news broke out 
all over on Wednesday. 

In Oregon: Gov. Kate Brown announced several poli- 
cies to aggressively limit exposure to coronavirus, includ- 
ing aban on all gatherings of more than 250 people for four 
weeks. The CDC awards the state $7.7 million to fight the 
virus as the number of patients increases to 21, including 
two at a senior living center in Linn County. 

In Portland: The city says it will temporarily relocate 
vulnerable adults in homeless shelters to motels. 

In Washington, D.C.: In a nationally televised speech, 
the president places limits on travel from Europe. 

In Italy: The country says it will close down almost all 
commercial activity except for banks, grocery stores and 
pharmacies. 

Worldwide: The World Health Organization makes it 
official and says the coronavirus is a pandemic. 

In education: Oregon and OSU cancel in-person final 
exams and Portland State “strongly encourages” students 
to move to online classes. 

In business: The stock market takes another dive, drop- 
ping more than 1,400 points. 

More coverage: A5-9 
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PROHIBITION PARTY 


CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK SPORTS 


from tourneys 


Games — including those in 
Eugene, Portland — will be 
played in empty arenas 


Staff, wire reports 


The 2020 NCAA men’s and women’s 
basketball tournaments will be played in 
empty arenas because of coronavirus fears, 
the NCAA announced Wednesday. 

Hours later, the Pac-12 Conference 
decided to follow suit with its men’s tour- 
nament in Las Vegas, meaning the Ore- 
gon-Oregon State game at noon today will 
be the first Pac-12 Tournament game to be 
played with no fans in attendance. 

The move to bar fans comes after an 
NCAA advisory panel’s recommendation 
against playing sporting events open to 
the public and follows changes to sporting 
events around the world in the wake of the 
virus’ outbreak. 

“Based on their advice and my discus- 
sions with the NCAA Board of Governors, 
I have made the decision to conduct our 
upcoming championship events, including 
the Division I men’s and women’s basket- 
ball tournaments, with only essential staff 
and limited family attendance,” NCAA 
President Mark Emmert said in a statement 
Wednesday afternoon. “While I under- 
stand how disappointing this is for all fans 
of our sports, my decision is based on the 
current understanding of how COVID-19 is 
progressing in the United States. This deci- 
sion is in the best interest of public health, 
including that of coaches, administra- 
tors, fans and, most importantly, our stu- 
dent-athletes.” 

Emmert told The Associated Press that 
canceling the tournament was considered. 

Several Oregon teams will be in the tour- 


NCAA bans fans 


The NCAA decided Wednesday its immensely popular tournament games 
will be played in empty arenas. Keith Srakocic, Associated Press 


naments, and Portland is set to host the 
NCAA women’s tournament’s West Regional 
at the Moda Center on March 28 and 30. 

The Oregon Ducks women’s basket- 
ball team won both the Pac-12 regular-sea- 
son title and the Pac-12 tournament cham- 
pionship and is projected as a No. 1 seed in 
the tournament and likely will be placed in 
the Portland Regional. The top four seeds in 
the women’s tournament host first- and sec- 
ond-round games at campus sites. 

Oregon State’s women’s team also is pro- 
jected to host first- and second-round games 
in Corvallis. And the Portland Pilots women 
earned an automatic bid to the tournament 
by winning the WCC tournament on Tuesday. 


SEE NCAA, A7 


NBA suspends season 


After Rudy Gobert, a player for 
the Utah Jazz, tests posi- 

tive for COVID-19, the NBA 
announces it will suspend all 
games — including Portland’s 
game tonight against Memphis 
at the Moda Center — until it 
can determine its next steps in 
how to handle the coronavirus 
pandemic. 


See story, Page B1 


DISGRACED MOVIE MOGUL 


Weinstein gets 23-year sentence 


Following a rambling plea for mercy, Harvey Weinstein 
is sentenced to 23 years in prison after being convicted of 


rape and criminal sex acts A15 
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SPORTS 


Beavers win, will face Ducks 


Oregon State connects on a late 3-pointer, just enough 
to get the Beavers past Utah and set up a fan-less third 


meeting with top-seeded Oregon B1 
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